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His Majelties 
GRACIOUS 


DECLARATION. 


JAMES R. 


ID Ws: Ur Condutt has been ſuch in all times, as ought to have 
= D080 USES perſwaded the world, that We are firm, and conſtant 
tor Q FRE to Our Reſolutions, yet that eafie People may not be 

44 BY abuſed by the Malice of Crafty Wicked Mex, We think 
fit to Declare, That Our Intentions are not changed ſince 
PAISIPE the Fourth of April 1687. when We Ifſned out Our 
Declaration for Liberty of Conſcience in the following Terms. 


His Majeſties Gracious Declaration to all 


His Loving Subjects for Liberty of Con- 
{Cience. 


JAMES R. 


T having pleaſed Almighty God not wy to bring Us tothe Im- 
perial Crown of theſe Kingdoms through the greateſt difficulties, 
but to preſerve Us by a more than ordinary Providence upon the 
Throne of Our Royal Anceſtors, there BROEGAR now that We 1q 

earneſtly deſire, asto Eſtabliſh our Government on ſuch a Foundation, 
as may make Our Subjects happy, and unite them to Us by Inclination 
as well as Duty; Which We think-can be done by no Means fc 
efeQually, as by Granting to them the free Exerciſe of their Reljgi- 
on for the Time to come, and add that to the perteq enjoyment: of 
their Property, which has never been in' any Caſe Invaded by Us 
ſince Our coming to the Crown ; which being the two Things Men 
value moſt, ſhall ever be preſerved in theſe Kingdoms, duriug Our 
Reign over them, as the trueſt- Methods of their Peace and Qur Glory. 
We cannot. but heartily wiſh, as it will eafily be +. ag, that.all 
the People :of Our Dominions were "Members of 'the Catholick 
Chureli, vet We humbly thank Almighty Cod, it is, and hath of long 
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* Fer Our conſtant Senſe and'Opinion (which upon diverſe Oc- 
caſions We have declared) that Conſcience ought not to be con- 
trained, nor People forced in matters of meer Religion : It has ever 
been directly contrary to Our Inclinatton, as We think it is to the 
; Intereſt of Government, which it deſtroys by ſpoiling Trade, depo- 
pulating Countreys, and emaging Strangers; and finally, that ir 
never obtained the End for which it was employed : And in this 
We are the more Confirmed by the Refletions We have made upon 
the Condudtt of the four laſt Reigns. For after all the frequent and 
preſſing Endeavours that were uſed in cach of them, to reduce this 
Kingdom to an exa&t Conformity in Religion, it is viſible the Succeſs 
has not anſwered the Deſign, and that the Difficulty is invinctdle. 
We therefore out of Our Princely Care and AﬀeCtion unto all! Our 
Loving SubjceCts, that they fnay live at Eaſe and Quiet, and tor the 
increaſe of Trade, and incouragement of _—_—_— have thought ft 
Dy vertue of Our Royal Prerogative, to iſſue forth this Our Decla- 
ration of Indulgence ; making no doubt of the Concurrence of Our 
Two Houtes of Parliament, when we ſhall. think it convenient tor 
chem to Meet. 

In the firſt Place We do Declare, That We will Prote:t and Mam- 
tain Our Arch-Biſhops, Biſhops, and Clergy, and all other Our Sub- 
5elts of the Church of Exglaxd, in the free Exerciſe of their Religion, 
25 by Law Eſtabliſhed, and in the quiet and full Enjoyment of all their 
Polleſſons, without any Moleſtation or Diſturbance whatſoever. 

We do likewiſe Declare, That'it is\Our Royal Will and Pleaſure, 
Thar from henceforth the Execution of all and all-manner of Penal 
Laws in Matters Eccleſiaſtical, for not coming to Church, or not Re- 
ceiving the Sacrament, or for any other Non-conformity to the Reli- 
gion Eſtabliſhed, or for, or by Reaſon of the Exerciſe of Religion in 
any manner whatſoever, be nmmediately Suſpended ; And the fur- 
ther Execution of the ſaid Penal Laws and*every of them is herevy 
Suſpended. ; | 

' And-to the end that by the Liberty hereby granted , the Fore 
and Security of Our Government inthe PraCtice thereot, may nor b. 
i:dangered, We have thought fit , and do hereby ſtraitly Clorge and 
- Command all Our Loving Subjects, That as We do trecly give them 
!.cave to Meet and Serve God after their own Way and Manner, be it 
.1n Private Houſes or Places purpoſely Hired or Built for that ute ; fo 
that they take eſpecial carc, that-nothing be Preached or Taught a- 
mongſt them, which may any ways tend to Alienate the Hearts of Our 
People from Uis'or Our Government ; And that their Meetings and 
Aſſemblies be peaccably, openly, and publickly held, and all Perſons 
freely admitted to them ; And that they do fignife and make kaown 
to ſome one or more of the next Juſtices of the Peace, what Place or 
Places they ſet apart for thoſe uſes. 

And that. all Our Subjects may enjoy ſuch their Religious Aſſem- 
blies with greater Aſſurance. and Protettion, We have thought it re- 
quiſite,' and do hereby Command, That no Difturbance of any kind 
be made or given unto them, under Pain of Our Diſpleafure, and to 
be further proceeded againſt with the uttermoſk ſeverity. 

And for as much as We are deſirous to have the Benefirof the Ser- 
vice of all Our Loving Subjects, which by the Law of Nature is in- 
42parably annexed to, and inherent in.Our Royal Perfon : And that 
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none 'of Our Subjects may for the future be under any Diſcouragemear 
or Dilability ( who are otherwiſe well inclined and fit to ſerve Us ) 
by Reaton of ſome Oaths or Teſts, that have been uſually Admini- 
{tred on ſuch Occaſions : We do hereby further Declare, That it is 
Our Royal Will and Pleaſure, That the Oaths commonly called, The 
Oaths of Szpremacy ani Allegiance, and allo the ſeveral Teſts and De- 
clarations mentioned in the Atts of Parliament made in the 25th and 
3oth years of the Reign of Our late Royal Brother King Charles the 
Second, ſhall not at any time hereafter be required to be Taken, De- 
clared, or Subſcribed by any Perſon or Perſons whatſoever, who is 
or ſhall be Imployed in any Office or Place of Truſt either Civil or 
Military, under Us or in Our Government. And We do further 
Declare it to be Our Pleaſure and Intention from time to time here- 
afrer, to Grant Our Royal Diſpenſations under Our Grear Seal to all 
Our Loving Subjects ſo to be Imployed, who ſhall not take the {aid 
Caths, or Subſcribe or Declare the ſaid Teſts or Declarations in the 
abovementioned ACts and every of them. 

And to the end that all Our Loving SubjeRs may receive and en- 
joy the full Benefit and Advantage of Our Gracious Indulgence here- 
by intended, and may be Acquitted and Diicharg'd from all Pains, 
Penalties, Forfeitures, and Diſabilities by them or any of them In- 
curr'd or Forfeited, or which they ſhall or may at any time hereafter 
be liable to, for or by reaſon of their Non-conformity, or the Exer- 
ciſe of their Religion, and trom all Suits, Troubles, or Diſturbances 
for the ſame: Wedo hereby give Our Free, and Ample Pardon unto 
all Non-conformilts, Recuſants, and other Our Loving Subje:ts, for 
all Crimes and 1hings by them Committed or done contrary to the 
Penal Laws formerly made, relating to Religion, and the Profeſſion or 
Exerciſe thereof. Hereby Declaring, That this Our Royal Pardon 
and Indempnity ſhall be as good and effeCtual to all intents and pur- 
poles, as if every individual Perſon had been therein particularly 
nam'd, or had particular Pardons under Our Great Seal, which We 
do likewiſe Declare, ſhall from time to time be Granted unto any 
Perſon or Ferſons deliring the ſame: Willing and Requiring Our 
Judges, Juſtices, and other Officers, to take Notice ofand Obey Our 

oyal Will and Pleaſure herein betore Declared. 

Andalthough the Freedom and Aſſurance We have hereby given 
in relation to Religion and Property might be ſufficient to remove 
trom the minds of Our Loving Subjects all Fears and Jealoulies 18 
relation to either; Yer We have thought fit further to Declare, 
Thar We will maintain them in all their Properties and PolleTions, 
as well of Church and Abby-Lands, as 1n any other their Lands an 
Properties whatſoever. 


Given at Our Cort at Whirchall the Foxrth Day of April, 1687. 1s 
the Third Tear of Onr Reign. 


" Fer fince We granted this Indulgence, Wie have maze it Our principal 

Care to ſec it preſerved without diſtinFion ; us We are enconraged to ao 

daily by Multit«des of Addreſſes, and many other Aſſurances We receive from 

Onur Sul jetts of all Perſwafions, ts Teſtimonies of their SatesfatFion and Duty ; 
he Efects of which We doubt wot but the arxt Par!i t will plainl 

the Effects of which We 29R9t wot but the ext Paritament will plainly ſnew, 
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Given at Our Court at MWhzehall, the Twenty ſeventh day of April, 
1688. In the Fourth Year of Our Reign. RE 
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LONDON 


harles Bill, Ttenry Hills, and Thomezs Newcoms, Þ;inters 
0 the Kings 1nolt Excellent Vajefty. 1688. 
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